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Division of Oil & Gas
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
July 3, 2019

Special Alaska Lease 
Sale Areas 
(SALSA)
Preview of large, contiguous lease sale blocks to be offered 
in Fall 2019 Competitive Oil & Gas Lease Sales



Dear Explorers and Investors,

Last year, the State of Alaska offered three Special Alaska Lease Sale Areas (SALSAs) in conjunction with the Fall 2018 Beaufort Sea 
and North Slope Areawide lease sales. None of the blocks were sold and we wondered why.  We did some informal polling and found 
the most common reason was lack of time to complete interpretations, evaluations and decisions on those offerings. Thus, we are 
pleased to offer the same blocks, with the same or similar terms and conditions, for Alaska’s Fall 2019 lease sale. The same three 
lease sale blocks — Harrison Bay, Storms, and Gwydyr Bay — will be available in 2019. 

The SALSA blocks offer an opportunity to bid on large, contiguous-acreage blocks. The special lease sale re-offerings will happen 
concurrently with the Fall 2019 Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sales.  The Division of Oil and Gas has gathered and highlighted large 
amounts of publicly-available data that bears on the SALSA areas. Additionally, each lease sale block has 3D seismic data acquired 
through the State of Alaska Tax Credit Program which remain available through the Department of Natural Resources for a modest 
fee. This compilation is meant to provide a jump start in understanding what data is available for the SALSA blocks. Sources of the 
data are also provided so you can expand your search to areas outside of the SALSA. This rich and insightful information will help you 
interpret and evaluate Alaska’s resources quicker. The terms and conditions for the 2019 SALSA sales will be public noticed when
determined. For 2018, this information was made available around mid-August. We have updated pieces and parts of the slideshow 
where time and resources have allowed.  You are encouraged to seek out and evaluate any new data we may not have updated.

MESSAGE TO EXPLORERS AND INVESTORS

For detailed, formal information on SALSA in the Fall 2018 Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sales 
please visit http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale.  Later, updated material for the 
2019 sales will be posted as available in the same location under Current Lease Sales.

With respect to this information, please review the important disclaimer at the end of this 
presentation.

The State of Alaska is “Open for Business” and we are pleased to get you started on the path to 
success with this data. I look forward to seeing you at the Sale.

Corri Feige, DNR Commissioner
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA

Document Library

The slide show functions best when saved to your device.

or … just type ‘SALSA’ in the search
bar on any DOG webpage

WHERE TO FIND THIS SLIDESHOW

Newsroom
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Lease data: June 2018

North Slope Lease Ownership by Notification Lessee Map (DOG – Feb 2019)

PROPOSED SPECIAL LEASE SALE
FALL 2019 SALSA AREAS

Disclaimer 5

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/Maps/NorthSlope_NotificationLesseJul2018_Labeled.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/Maps/NorthSlope_NotificationLesseeFeb2019_Labeled.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


NS Area
Existing Unit

BS Area/~3mi limit
SALSA Area Exploration Wells List (through July 2018)

Each of the following slides shows different 
features over the same map area

Datasets shown on map:
• Exploration wells in lease sale areas

(through July 2018)
• Three mile limit
• Existing units

EXPLORATION WELLS IN NS/BS IN
AREA OF INTEREST
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/15
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/15
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Datasets shown on map:
• Exploration wells (through July 2018)
• NS/BS Sale Areas
• Three-Mile limit
• Existing Units
• Credit 3Ds – Date eligible for Release
• Credit 3Ds –Released, SALSA
• Tax Credit 2D seismic

Tax Credit 3D to be
Eligible (year labeled)

Existing Unit

SALSA 3D - Released
Tax Credit 2D

White Hills
2D 2017 Rock Flour

South 2D 2016

TAX CREDIT 2D/3D SEISMIC
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DGGS GMC Seismic Data Summary
DGGS GMC Seismic and Well Data Request Form
North Slope Tax Credit Seismic Data

Pike BH planning 2D 
reprocessing 2016

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data-summary.html
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data.html
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/Programs/NorthSlopeTaxCreditSeismicData.pdf
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Tax Credit 3D to be
Eligible (year labeled)

Existing Unit

SALSA 3D - Released
Tax Credit 2D

TAX CREDIT 2D/3D SEISMIC
Datasets shown on map:
• NS/BS Sale Areas
• Three-Mile limit
• Existing Units
• Credit 3Ds – Date eligible for Release
• Credit 3Ds –Released, SALSA
• Tax Credit 2D seismic

White Hills
2D 2017 Rock Flour

South 2D 2016

DGGS GMC Seismic Data Summary
DGGS GMC Seismic and Well Data Request Form
North Slope Tax Credit Seismic Data

Pike BH planning 2D 
reprocessing 2016

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data-summary.html
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data.html
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/Programs/NorthSlopeTaxCreditSeismicData.pdf


SALSA AREA 3D SEISMIC SURVEYS
Datasets shown on map:
• NS/BS Sale Areas
• Three-Mile limit
• Existing Units
• SALSA Data Polygons

Data polygons were the 
initial limits for gathering 
data around each SALSA
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SALSA Data Polygons

Existing Unit

SALSA 3D - Released
Tax Credit 2D

White Hills
2D 2017 Rock Flour

South 2D 2016

DGGS GMC Seismic Data Summary
DGGS GMC Seismic and Well Data Request Form
North Slope Tax Credit Seismic Data

Pike BH planning 2D 
reprocessing 2016

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data-summary.html
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data.html
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/Programs/NorthSlopeTaxCreditSeismicData.pdf


Datasets shown on map:
• NS/BS Sale Areas
• Three-Mile limit
• Existing Units
• Credit 2D/3Ds – eligible for release
• SALSA Data Polygons
• SALSA Areas

Harrison Bay
GB/NS

Storms

SALSA BLOCKS
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SALSA Data Polygons

Existing Unit

SALSA 3D - Released
Tax Credit 2D

SALSA Area
Acreage for Sale

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


TERMINATED UNITS

Disclaimer 11

SALSA Data Polygons

Existing Unit

SALSA 3D - Released

Terminated
Units

Harrison Bay

Storms

GB/NS

Datasets shown on map:
• NS/BS Sale Areas
• Three Mile limit
• Existing Units
• SALSA Data Polygons

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Datasets shown on map:
• NS/BS Sale Areas
• Three-Mile limit
• Existing Units
• SALSA Data Polygons
• SALSA Areas
• Wells Flowed HC to Surf

WELLS FLOWED HC TO SURFACE
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Existing Unit

SALSA 3D - Released
SALSA Data Polygons

Well flowed hydrocarbons 
to the surface

Harrison Bay

Storms

GB/NS

Wells Flowed HC to Surf – Full list of wells with data and citations
This effort is ongoing and will be updated

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/6


BASE SALSA 3D SEISMIC AND WELL DATA

Summaries of Exploration Wells drilled in SALSA blocks
SALSA blocks exploration wells list (through July 2018)
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Harrison Bay

Storms

GB/NS

Datasets shown on map:
• SALSA area exploration wells

(through July 2018)
• NS/BS sale areas
• Three-mile limit
• SALSA data polygons
• SALSA areas

SALSA Wells
Harrison Bay
Gwydyr Bay/North Shore
Storms

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/7
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/16
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/3
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/4
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/5


Information &
Data Sources AOGCC

Available information includes:
• Production Data
• Digital log data (by request)
• Hydraulic Fracking Permits
• Drilling Data
• Digital Well (History) Files
• Directional Surveys (by request)

Alaska Oil & Gas 
Conservation Commission
• Homepage
• Data sources
• Well history library
• Production data

Disclaimer 14

Requesting Data from AOGCC
Digital data from wells on State lands can be obtained by 
contacting AOGCC Customer service.

• Fill out the data request form with
• Well name & API or permit to drill (PTD) number

Verify API/PTD numbers using the well database
• If requesting for 13–30 wells, attached an Excel file
• Maximum of 30 wells may be requested per form
• Email the signed form to customer service

• To obtain a complete copy of all public digital log data with 
a catalog, submit:
• A request form specifying “all public digital log data”
• An empty 3TB hard drive, Windows formatted, with a 

USB 3.0 connection.

The AOGCC has 10 business days to respond• Digital well logs
• Mudlogs (by request)
• Show reports (by request)
• Reports and charts
• Pool Statistics

http://doa.alaska.gov/ogc/
http://doa.alaska.gov/ogc/data.html
http://aogweb.state.ak.us/WebLink/Browse.aspx
http://aogweb.state.ak.us/DataMiner3/Forms/Production.aspx
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://doa.alaska.gov/ogc/data/DataReqst.pdf
http://aogweb.state.ak.us/DataMiner3/Forms/WellList.aspx
mailto:aogcc.customer.svc@alaska.gov


Available information includes:
• Public Core/Chips/SWC/Plugs etc
• TC-released 2D and 3D Seismic
• TC-released Well and Geologic Data
• Paly slides
• Paleo analyses
• Geochem
• Maps/Reports
• Well cuttings

• Homepage
• Tax Credit Program Seismic & Well Data Summary
• Seismic and Well Data Request Form
• Inventory
• Petroleum-related DGGS Publications
• Publications

DGGS GEOLOGIC MATERIALS CENTER

Disclaimer 15

Information &
Data Sources

Links to GMC 
SALSA Inventory Lists
and Well history Files

Harrison Bay
Gwydyr Bay/North Shore
Storms

https://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/index.html
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data-summary.html
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data.php
https://maps.dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/14
http://dggs.alaska.gov/pubs/advanced-search
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/18
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/19
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/20


Division of Oil & Gas

• Homepage
• Newsroom – latest decisions/notices
• Best Interest Findings & Lease Sales
• Leasing & Royalty Data
• Maps & GIS
• Document Library
• Geological & Geophysical Data
• Studies
• Royalty Services
• Public Records

Disclaimer 16

Information &
Data Sources

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Newsroom/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Information/Data
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Information/MapsAndGis
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Information/GeologicalAndGeophysicalData
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Information/Studies
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/Royalty
https://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/RecordsRequest
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


PetroleumNews.com
• Source of Public Information
• Searchable Current and Archive Articles

PETROLEUM NEWS
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Information &
Data Sources

http://www.petroleumnews.com/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


W E

An example of the 
North Shore 3D seismic
Released under the 
SOA Tax Credit Program
GMC information sheet

FILTERED TIME MIGRATED
FULL STACK NORTHSHORE 3D
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/TaxCreditInfoSheets/2018-01-25_NorthShore3d_InfoSheet.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Harrison Bay SALSA
Lease History Info

BIDDING HISTORY – SALSA HARRISON BAY
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/8
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/8
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Gwydyr Bay SALSA
Lease History Info

BIDDING HISTORY – SALSA GWYDYR BAY

Disclaimer 20

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/9
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/9
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Storms SALSA
Lease History Info

BIDDING HISTORY – SALSA STORMS
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http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/10
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/10
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


TOOLS FOR MORE LEASE INFORMATION

Online research tools

• DNR Land Administration System (LAS)

• DNR Land Records

• DNR Alaska Mapper

• DNR Recorder’s Office

• BLM Spatial Data Management System (SDMS)

DNR provides online tools for researching land title, lease status, leasing history, and 
recorded documents within a lease sale tract (LST) or meridian, township, range, and 
section (MTRS). The US Department of Interior Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
provides tools for researching land title and federal land surveys by MTRS. In addition, 
DO&G physical case files for oil and gas leases may be reviewed on request. 

Call (907)269-8800 or email dog.leasing@alaska.gov for more information.

Disclaimer 22

http://dnr.alaska.gov/projects/las/
http://dnr.alaska.gov/landrecords/
http://dnr.alaska.gov/mapper/
http://dnr.alaska.gov/ssd/recoff/
https://sdms.ak.blm.gov/sdms/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
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SALSA (COP) HARRISON BAY

Wells displayed are
current through July 2018

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
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SALSA GWYDYR BAY / NORTH SHORE

Wells displayed are
current through July 2018

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


PBUKRU

Remaining
~6400ac
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SALSA STORMS

Wells displayed are
current through July 2018

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Density Log

GR & RES Logs

Sonic Log

TC well data

Public Data Legend

Disclaimer 26

PUBLIC WELL DATA

Symbols indicate presence of data/material 
in well not necessarily in all runs.
SALSA public log data available
List of wells in SALSA areas
Search DGGS publications
DGGS data reports

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/17
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/11
http://dggs.alaska.gov/pubs/advanced-search
http://dggs.alaska.gov/pubs/series/dggs/geologic-materials-center-data-report


Symbols indicate presence of data/material 
in well, not necessarily in all runs.
List of wells with available data in SALSA areas
Search DGGS publications
DGGS data reports
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PUBLIC WELL DATA

Public Data Legend

Test Info Mudlog

Core Analysis Core/Chips etc

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/11
http://dggs.alaska.gov/pubs/advanced-search
http://dggs.alaska.gov/pubs/series/dggs/geologic-materials-center-data-report
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Jurassic Shoreface
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EXPLORATION TARGETS

Beaufortian Rift

Brookian Turbidites

Brookian TopsetsEllesmerian

Map and Database of Exploration Drilling Targets Categorized by Play 
Type, North Slope and Offshore Arctic Alaska
Gregersen and Brown, 2019
Sheet 1 - Map of all Exploration Drilling Targets Categorized by Play Type
Sheet 2 - Map of Ellesmerian Exploration Drilling targets
Sheet 3 - Map of Beaufortian Exploration Drilling targets
Sheet 4 - Map of Brookian Exploration Drilling Targets
Database of Exploration Drilling Targets Categorized by Play Type

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/ExplorationDrillingTargets/2019_05_10_Gregersen_Brown_Sheet1_All_Exploration_Targets.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/ExplorationDrillingTargets/2019_05_10_Gregersen_Brown_Sheet2_Ellesmerian.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/ExplorationDrillingTargets/2019_05_10_Gregersen_Brown_Sheet3_Beaufortian.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/ExplorationDrillingTargets/2019_05_10_Gregersen_Brown_Sheet4_Brookian.pdf
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/ExplorationDrillingTargets/20190510_Gregersen_Brown_Exploration_Target_Database.xlsx
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List – Tax Credit Well Data Released
Available well data with interactive map

Tax Credit Well Data Released
Some with VSP or Checkshot surveys

TAX CREDIT WELL DATA

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/12
http://dggs.alaska.gov/gmc/seismic-well-data.php
http://oil.alaska.gov/Documents/ResourceEvaluation/Salsa/SALSA_TaxCreditWells_AVAILABLE_20180613.pdf


Vertical Seismic Profile (VSP) 
and Check Shot data can be 
critical in tying seismic data 
(in time) to well and drilling 
data (in depth).

List – VSP/CS Well Data Released

VSP Released Check Shot
Released

TC Check Shot/VSP Data

Disclaimer 30

TAX CREDIT DATA – CHECK SHOT/VSP

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/13
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2005/1182/
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USGS NORTH SLOPE RESOURCE ASSESSMENT

https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2005/1182/
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Official
SALSA Terms & Conditions

Notification information
Need more information?

Your best bet is to follow the links,
contact the agency that holds the data
and if you still have a question contact
the SALSA team at the Division of Oil & 
Gas at : 

DOG.SALSA@alaska.gov

The next few slides also review 
the T&C as presented for the 2019 
Fall Lease Sale

Disclaimer 32

SALSA TERMS & CONDITIONS

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale
mailto:DOG.SALSA@alaska.gov?subject=SALSA%202019%20Lease%20Sale
http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


2019 TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR 
SALSA LEASE BLOCKS

Disclaimer 33

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


Depth Target 
(Base of/MD Reference Well)

Penetrate and evaluate to the minimum depth specified for each area 

2019 WORK COMMITMENT

Gwydyr Bay
7 Years

Base Kuparuk
(Top Miluveach) 

Sak Riv. 1A
(12,343’ MD)

Storms
7 Years

Base Kuparuk C
(LCU)

Hemi Springs St. 1
(7,256’ MD)

Harrison Bay
7 Years

Base Kuparuk C 
(Thru LCU)

S. Harrison Bay 1
(7,289’ MD)

Disclaimer 34

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


2019 SALSA BLOCK ADMINISTRATION

Action Administration

Bidding The block is a group of leases offered as an auction lot. DO&G will only 
accept bids on the entire block; bids on individual leases within the block 
will be rejected. DO&G will award multiple leases in the block. 

Work Commitment The commitment to drill a well is associated with the individual lease ADLs 
that comprise the block. In this way, compliance with paragraph 9 on one 
lease satisfies the commitment for the entire block.
If the work commitment is not met, the leases automatically terminate by 
operation of law. However, a modification of the work commitment may be 
considered by the commissioner 11 AAC 83.700 – 11 AAC 83.705.

Assignment Individual leases may be assigned after issuance under 11 AAC 82.605. The 
work commitment remains with all leases after assignment. A work 
commitment met on any one lease continues to satisfy work commitment 
for the block.

Surrender and 
Termination

At any point after issuance, individual leases may be surrendered or 
terminated for failure to pay rent in accordance with 11 AAC 82.635 and 11 
AAC 83.170. The work commitment remains in effect for all leases not 
relinquished. 

Disclaimer 35

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Library/SALSA/1


END OF PRESENTATION 36

Disclaimer: This summary was created, edited, and published by the State of Alaska, 
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Oil and Gas, and is for public informational 
purposes only. The summary is not intended to be a comprehensive description of resource 
potential or data products that may be publicly available. The summary and data products 
described therein should not be considered exhaustive or warranted for any use, including 
making any decision to participate in a competitive oil and gas lease sale, pursue an 
assignment of an interest in an oil and gas lease, or make any other type of investment. 
Further, the summary is not intended as a sale notice and does not alter or affect the 
Department’s authority under applicable law and regulations to defer tracts, reject bids or 
issue leases only after completion of an appropriate title review.  

The State of Alaska makes no assurance, representation, or warranty of any kind, express or 
implied, with respect to the completeness, accuracy, character, function, or capabilities of 
this summary or the data products described therein, or appropriateness for any user’s 
purposes. The State of Alaska disclaims all liability and responsibility for any use of, or 
reliance on, the summary and data products described therein.     

DISCLAIMER
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