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The Early Years







Cook Inlet Exploration Wells
1950-Present
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West McArthur River and Tyonek Deep 
(Sunfish) oil fields discovered (1991).

Cannery Loop and Pretty Creek gas fields 
discovered (1979).

Largest oil discovery at McArthur 
River field (1965).

First (and largest) commercial gas 
discovery in Cook Inlet at Kenai 
field (1959).

First commercial oil 
discovery in Cook Inlet 
at Swanson River field 
(1957).



Cook Inlet Development Wells
1950-Present
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Cook Inlet Oil & Gas Platforms 
1958-Present
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1966: Anna, Bruce, Dillon, Granite Point, Monopod 

1967: Grayling, Dolly Varden, King Salmon, Shell “C”

1968: Spark, Spurr, Tyonek

1986: Steelhead 2000: Osprey

1964: 
Shell “A”

1965: 
Baker
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Cook Inlet – State Acres Leased 
1959-Present
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Cook Inlet Exploration Wells
1950-Present

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

19
50

19
55

19
60

19
65

19
70

19
75

19
80

19
85

19
90

19
95

20
00

20
05

N
U

M
B

E
R

 O
F 

W
E

LL
S

 D
R

IL
LE

D

West McArthur River and Tyonek Deep 
(Sunfish) oil fields discovered (1991).

Cannery Loop and Pretty Creek gas fields 
discovered (1979).

Largest oil discovery at McArthur 
River field (1965).

First (and largest) commercial gas 
discovery in Cook Inlet at Kenai 
field (1959).

First commercial oil 
discovery in Cook Inlet 
at Swanson River field 
(1957).


