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Public Comment: September 20, 2013

Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Division of Oil and Gas

550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1100
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

ATTN: Bob Pawlowski
Mr. Pawlowski,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your new proposed regulations for Qil and Gas Exploration and
Development by Geographical Area and Plan of Operations. | understand that this the exercise you must go through to
address legislation passed by the State Legislature last year.

My Tribal Council has asked me to provide comments and | see a few areas of concern with the proposed
regulations.

1) | see this as a possibility of streamlining the permitting process for industry — meaning that if the state
defines a geographic area for certain activities that the state then does not have notify the public of the intent from
different companies doing the same thing within that area.

a) This raises red flags because | seem to fill the public has every right to weigh in on any possible exploration
within their area because of constant changes and impacts from those changes. Primarily, Alaska has been experiencing
more and more impacts from Climate Change causing extreme changes in the permafrost, erosion, animal
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characterization and land & water quality & quantity. Even with the state’s Final Best Interest Finding and the disposal in
effect for 10 years, changes are occurring daily and the impacts are occurring which may change the information/data
received and actual occurrences posed in the state’s findings. It is the people who live, work and migrates through any
specific area that knows what is possible and what isn’t.

b) Even or if a geographic area is defined, there are possible differences of use by the people of that area whether
it is cultural, sacred or subsistence/ traditional. The state may determine certain activities may occur within that area
but the sensitivity of the people in that area must be considered and notified of any activity. The state manages its
natural resources for the benefit of the people of Alaska and those folks within any designated area are people of
Alaska.

c) | understand industry wants to move as quickly as possible to get to the bottom line. | understand the state’s
resources are limited. But these are not good reasons the bypass a person’s concern. Whatever industry is trying to get
to, will be there no matter how long it takes to get to it. However long it takes the state to approve/disapprove a
request from industry will take that amount of time. | truly understand being overworked and things backing up. If the
state wants to speed things up, then maybe increasing the staff and expertise would be more of an appropriate manner
than to try and streamline the process and bypass the public’s opportunity to voice their concern.

2) The Department of Natural Resources has a tremendous job to perform. With the changes happening around us
and the continue increase in interest in our state, streamlining processes and procedures is not the correct way to
manage our resources. | believe DNR should be scrutinizing rather than streamlining. The cumulative effects and impacts
of increase industry become significant and possible disasters are more likely. Stop, look around and listen to what is
occurring; be more realistic in your decision making and more importantly listen to your neighbors, the people of Alaska
— notify more often, engage more frequently. Protect what we have. Do not consider destruction and possible
restoration.

Again thanks for the opportunity to provide comments. | look forward for future engagement on other important and
critical issues that affect our Alaska.

Sincerely,

Billy Maines

Tribal Environmental Coordinator
Curyung Tribal Council

P.O.Box 216

Dillingham, Alaska 99576
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